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ANIMAL DISEASE OUTBREAK REPORTING

CHAPTER 1.1. NOTIFICATION OF DISEASES AND 
PROVISION OF EPIDEMIOLOGICAL INFORMATION



CHAPTER 1.1. NOTIFICATION OF DISEASES AND PROVISION OF EPIDEMIOLOGICAL 
INFORMATION

• Animal diseases reporting is a legal obligation for member countries to 
ensure that the global community is aware of the sanitary situation.

• Article.1.1.1:  Animal disease occurrence notifications/reporting to WOAH 
are made by the Veterinary Authority and shall be regarded as having been 
sent by the country concerned.

• Article.1.1.2: Member Countries shall make available to other Member 
Countries, through WOAH, whatever information is necessary to minimise 
the spread of important animal diseases, and their pathogenic agents, and to 
assist in achieving better worldwide control of these diseases.

• To achieve this, Member Countries shall comply with 
the notification requirements specified in Articles 1.1.3. and 1.1.4.

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#/glossary-chapter/?term=187170&standard_type=5&animal_type=7&lang_id=102
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#/glossary-chapter/?term=187171&standard_type=5&animal_type=7&lang_id=102
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#/get-chapter-preview/?linking_references=18943
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#/get-chapter-preview/?linking_references=18944


CHAPTER 1.1. NOTIFICATION OF DISEASES AND PROVISION OF EPIDEMIOLOGICAL 
INFORMATION

• Article.1.1.3: Veterinary Authorities shall send WOAH, an 
immediate notification for a listed disease (or an emerging disease), through 
the World Animal Health Information System (WAHIS) within 24 hours, of any of 
the following events:

• first occurrence of a listed disease in a country, a zone or a compartment;
• recurrence of an eradicated listed disease in a country, a zone or a compartment 

following the final report that declared the event ended;
• first occurrence of a new strain of a pathogenic agent of a listed disease in a country, 

a zone or a compartment;
• recurrence of an eradicated strain of a pathogenic agent of a listed disease in a country, 

a zone or a compartment following the final report that declared the event ended;
• a sudden and unexpected change in the distribution or increase in incidence or 

virulence of, or morbidity or mortality caused by, the pathogenic agent of a listed 
disease present within a country, a zone or a compartment;

• occurrence of a listed disease in an unusual host species.

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#/glossary-chapter/?term=187206&standard_type=5&animal_type=7&lang_id=102


CHAPTER 1.1. NOTIFICATION OF DISEASES AND PROVISION OF EPIDEMIOLOGICAL 
INFORMATION

• weekly reports subsequent to a notification , to provide further information 
on the evolution of the event, until the disease has been eradicated or the 
situation is stable to be reported in a six-monthly;

• six-monthly reports on the absence or presence and evolution of listed 
diseases and information of epidemiological significance to other Member 
Countries;

• annual reports concerning any other information of significance to other 
Member Countries.



CHAPTER 1.1. NOTIFICATION OF DISEASES AND PROVISION OF EPIDEMIOLOGICAL 
INFORMATION

Article.1.1.4: Veterinary Authorities shall send a notification through WAHIS or 
by fax or email, when an emerging disease has been detected in a country, 
a zone or a compartment;

Article.1.1.5: Although Member Countries are only required to notify listed 
diseases and emerging diseases, they are encouraged to provide WOAH with 
other important animal health information.

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#/glossary-chapter/?term=187218&standard_type=5&animal_type=7&lang_id=102
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#/glossary-chapter/?term=187225&standard_type=5&animal_type=7&lang_id=102
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#/glossary-chapter/?term=187225&standard_type=5&animal_type=7&lang_id=102
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#/glossary-chapter/?term=187226&standard_type=5&animal_type=7&lang_id=102


IMPORTANCE OF OUTBREAK REPORTING TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY



IMPORTANCE OF OUTBREAK REPORTING TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY:

Protection of International Trade:
• It ensures the safety of international trade in animals and animal 

products 
• By providing accurate data on the animal health situation, member 

countries can maintain trust with trading partners. 

Early Detection and Prevention of Pandemics:
• Prompt reporting enables the global community to identify, track, 

and control disease outbreaks before they cross borders and turn 
into epidemics or pandemics. 

• Stopping Spread at Source: Reporting allows international bodies 
like the WOAH to detect threats early and activate response 
networks such as the Global Framework for Transboundary Animal 
Disease (GF-TADs) to contain outbreaks before they become 
pandemics.

• Safeguarding Food Security and Economies: timely reporting and 
rapidly controlling diseases prevents the immense economic losses 
associated with production declines, animal deaths, and trade 
restrictions, thus protecting global food supply chains.

Image result for botswana meat commission lobatse photos

https://www.who.int/activities/rapidly-detecting-and-responding-to-health-emergencies/who-global-outbreak-alert-and-response-network-%28goarn%29
https://www.google.co.zm/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi26ZCG6-3UAhUEbFAKHdEbC5gQjRwIBw&url=https://www.bmc.bw/&psig=AFQjCNGlUVUy_MkDPH16xep4Hj2cUDgrLQ&ust=1499195823371008


IMPORTANCE OF OUTBREAK REPORTING TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY:

• Activating Global Resources: Formal reporting may trigger the 
release of emergency funds from the contingency funds.

• Coordination of Global Response: Reports submitted to 
WAHIS are used to inform other international organizations 
and countries, facilitating a coordinated and evidence-based 
response to emerging threats.

• Scientific and Strategic Decision Making: Data on 
outbreaks, help researchers and policy-makers understand 
disease dynamics, develop vaccines, and formulate control 
measures.

• Mitigation of Biological Threats: Whether outbreaks are 
natural, accidental, or deliberate, timely reporting helps to 
quickly engage response mechanisms, reducing the impact 
of potential biological disasters.

Image result for botswana meat commission lobatse photos

https://www.google.co.zm/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi26ZCG6-3UAhUEbFAKHdEbC5gQjRwIBw&url=https://www.bmc.bw/&psig=AFQjCNGlUVUy_MkDPH16xep4Hj2cUDgrLQ&ust=1499195823371008


FMD SITUATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA – A CASE IN POINT







WOAH TOOLS TO HELP MANAGE FMD



ZONES AND COMPARTMENTS



PROTECTION ZONE



CONTAINMENT ZONE



CONCLUSION

• Foot-and-mouth disease remains one of the most stubborn barriers to 
livestock productivity and trade in Southern Africa. 

• Its persistence demands not just stronger veterinary systems, but 
coordinated regional action, smarter surveillance, and sustained 
investment. 

• Without this, the region will continue to shoulder avoidable economic 
losses. 

• WOAH stands with VS and Industry to control FMD
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Thank you

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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